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How Women are Portrayed 
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How Women are Portrayed In Double Indemnity

The film double Indemnity, is frequently referred to as patriarchal and male dominate film. In the film women are portrayed in several ways, for instance, in the gender role played by both the male and the female gender, it is the woman who has got various roles. In analyzing the gender relations in ‘Double Indemnity’. The relation between men and women has got some consequences on male-female relationship. The film characteristic traits are mainly based on the patriarchal gender relation. Hence making the role of women to be portrayed as more negative and evil. 

        The negativity of the women on the film, is that the woman is portrayed as an evil seductress who tempts man and brings about his destruction. In the film, fatale is a symbol of male anxieties (Grossman, 2007). An example of the most infamous femme fatales is Phyllis Dietrichson, this is because Phyllis challenges patriarchal gender stereotypes and is preferred in relation to men. Despite the patriarchal gender relations in the film women character is still portrayed as socially relevant.

        The female gender in the film is affected by the patriarchal gender relation and is seen as a threat to the female gender (Barlowe et.al, 2002). The patriarchal ideas reinforce male-male bond and a perfect contrast to the relationship of male and female. For instance, the relationship of Phyllis with Walter and her husband.  Feminist used patriarchy within the women’s movements to analyze the principles underlying women’s oppression. The femme fatale is characterized as desirable, duplicitous, dangerous, enigmatic and extremely sexual and she never really what she seems to be. She looks good but evil. The femme fatale strives for freedom but rejects marriage.   Thus the male gender has got a negative attitude towards the female gender.

How Women are Portrayed in The Big Sleep

In the novel, The Big Sleep, women are portrayed to play simple, secondary role. The women in the novel seem to purpose to be an element of sex and to cause trouble. They use their sexuality to achieve their goal, like exercising power (Linder, 2004). Most of the female characters are unintelligent and simpering sexpots. For instance, Sternwood Carmen, who repeatedly appears in the novel is portrayed as dumb, Frivolous, spoiled rich girl. Thus the female gender is given a negative attitude and seen to be evil.

   
 The nature of the femme fatale, is getting into trouble, relying on their looks to get what they want. For example, Carmen is getting into trouble and Philip Marlowe has to get her out, Carmen relies on her look to get what she wants from men, Vivian too seeks danger and get into trouble. Thus they are portrayed in an equally bad light.

        
In both the film Double Indemnity and the Novel The Big Sleep, the female gender is portrayed to have bad light. They can’t have power and authority over men in the society. Thus women are seen as a negative element to the man and evil in their societies.
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